
Fr Ryan homily 6-5-22 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-34; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 

12-13; John 20:19-23 

   If you could have any superpower what would you have? Sometimes we toss 

questions like that out there maybe as an ice breaker with a youth group or just 

talking with our friends. Like what’s the superpower you would like to have? 

Super speed, super strength or hearing, the ability to fly, the ability to reverse 

time, like all this cool stuff. And questions like that are fun because they get us to 

think about amazing abilities but also to think about how we would use them. But 

we know that just having an ability like that, as incredible as it is, doesn’t actually 

change us does it. Like having an ability, no matter how great it is, doesn’t mean 

we actually have to use it. And I’m thinking of spiderman as I say that I don’t know 

if you guys know spiderman. Spiderman, Peter Parker, he’s this high school kid. 

He goes on a class field trip and gets bit by a radioactive spider, gets all these cool 

abilities like he can shoot webs and climb on walls and ceilings, he has spidey 

sense. It’s cool. But the thing with spiderman, Peter Parker, is really more than 

any other superhero. He struggles, he’s tempted to not use his powers. Why is 

that? Well because it always costs him something, like his relationships. He always 

puts his duty above his girlfriend, Mary Jane. Or people that he cares about get 

caught in the crossfire because maybe the villain finds out who his family is and 

they take them captive, something like that. So there’s always a tension in 

spiderman, in Peter Parker, to turn his back on his abilities, to not use them. 

Because again just having an ability, even a superpower, doesn’t actually change 

us. Having it doesn’t mean we have to use it. Why do I talk about that on 

Pentecost? Because we’re talking about superheroes and superpowers and that’s 

just for fun but the Holy Spirit and the gifts He gives us are real. But there’s a 

same principle there that just having the Spirit and His gifts and His abilities 

doesn’t actually change us and having His gifts doesn’t mean we have to use 

them. In the first reading today, at Pentecost the day that we’re celebrating 

today, it says the Holy Spirit came upon them in power, right just like Jesus 

promised before He ascended, this dynamite power of the Holy Spirit, and it says 

they began to speak in different languages as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

So they had an ability and then what did they do? They acted on it; they used that 

ability. And the Holy Spirit, what He does for us, it’s amazing. You know what He 



does? The Holy Spirit gives to members of the church the ability to do all the 

things that Jesus did. All of them. Like it’s incredible, the Holy Spirit that was in 

Jesus is now in you and me and that can be overwhelming to think about. But I 

have to imagine that there’s also an overwhelming temptation to not go out, to 

not use the gifts. Why? Because the gifts of the Holy Spirit are going to grow the 

church. We see that right away in the Acts of the Apostles, but the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit also cause them incredible trouble and persecution. Most of the 

apostles who receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost gave up their lives for Jesus, 

they we’re martyred. And so there is that tension isn’t there? The tension of 

knowing that I have something to offer, cause the Holy Spirit has placed certain 

gifts of His inside of me, and knowing that if I use those gifts my life isn’t gonna be 

a cake walk. Because people who oppose the gospel are not gonna make it easy 

for me. St Paul tells us that the gift of the Holy Spirit was given for some benefit. 

Now when we we’re baptized we received the Holy Spirit right away and it was 

given at that time for yourself, it was given to make you holy for your own 

benefit. But these gifts that arrived on Pentecost, they were given to you for 

others. These gifts are given to you not for you but to give them or offer them to 

other people. And that’s why I would call them kingdom gifts because they’re 

given to us to build up God’s kingdom. That Jesus intentionally, specifically gave 

these kinds of gifts, the gifts of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, so that we can 

actually help, we can actually do something for God. We’ve been enabled to build 

up the kingdom. And so we have the gifts of the Holy Spirit – what are they? 

They’re wisdom and understanding and counsel, knowledge and piety, reverence, 

fear of the Lord – those are gifts that build up the kingdom. But then there’s also 

careisms that happen when we receive the Holy Spirit in power. Things like 

mighty works and healing and being able to discern spirits and our own individual 

talents and gifts that we have. All those gifts are what we call kingdom gifts and 

they’re all meant to help build up the kingdom. And they’re incredible. That’s why 

we pray for those gifts. We pray for them on Pentecost, yes, but really everyday 

of our lives we should be praying for them. St Paul says strive for these spiritual 

gifts, pursue them, they’re good to ask for. But imagine God gives you these gifts, 

would they be wasted? Would they be wasted? Cause again we have that tension 

within ourselves don’t we? Like spiderman but real to not use the gifts we’re 

given because when we use them we make ourselves venerable in some way and 

that can be a scary thing. Sometimes I look at myself and I think man I don’t 



know, how am I doing with that? To look inside yourself and recognize the gifts 

put there by God but then to ask am I using this gift as God intended? Am I using 

this gift for the reason it was given? And that’s why today can be such a convicting 

day for us because I wanna be like this. I wanna be like the apostles. I wanna be 

like my friend Nick. Nick is a great guy. I’ve known him a long time. So a quick 

story about him – one night he was driving home and there was a car accident up 

in front of him. And unlike what I would have done, because I would’ve just like 

drove around the accident maybe said a prayer for them and kept going, but Nick 

saw this as an opportunity. So he pulls off the road to this safe place and all he 

had with him was his phone. And his phone had a flashlight, like most phones do 

now a days, so he runs out into traffic with his flashlight on his phone and starts 

kinda directing traffic. He says hey there’s an accident up ahead, he’s kinda 

moving people over to the other lane, making sure nobody is running into 

anybody. Well, this guy pulls up in a truck and he says hey do you have a vest? 

And Nick goes no no no, I’m not even cold. And the man stops, and he says son, 

do you want a reflective vest? He says oh yeah, that’d be great. So he puts on this 

reflective vest. State trooper pulls up and he says is that you’re only flashlight? 

Yes sir it is. Want a big flashlight? Yes sir I do. Gives him this Maglite, this million-

watt light that police sometimes use. Then the trooper says do you got any 

cones? Nick is moving traffic and he says no sir I don’t have any cones. He says 

well, you do now, do you know how to lay them out? He says yes I know how to 

lay out these cones. So Nick he has these cones, he’s got a reflective vest, a 

massive flashlight, he’s helping direct traffic and it’s incredible because he started 

with a phone. A flashlight on his phone and a willingness to help. And because he 

used what he had he was given more. And you see for more to be given, Nick had 

to make the first move. He had to step up. It’s like what the church calls actual 

grace, that’s a term in the church -actual grace. Actual grace is gifts and grace that 

are given by the Holy Spirit after you actually respond to a need. Just like Nick did 

that night there on the road and was given more because he was already willing 

to help. So for actual grace to be given the point we have to know is you don’t 

wait for the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit waits for you. He wants to see the 

willingness to help. So Nick could’ve just kept driving that night, not willing to 

help. He wouldn’t have been none the wiser. So he had to make a choice to help 

so that more gifts could be given for him to help. We have to make a choice to 

move forward in service of God despite our inadequacies, despite our fears so 



that the Holy Spirit can give grace, can give gifts that will overcome our 

inadequacies, that will overcome our fears. Again that’s what we call actual grace. 

Jesus, in Matthew’s gospel, he gives this principle, he says to those who have 

more will be given and to those who have not even what they have will be taken 

away. Basically another way to say it is to those who haven’t been using what 

they’ve been given, more will be given to them. And we know, we know that each 

of us has been given so much already. We know that we have gifts that were been 

given to us by God. And so how am I using that gift for the kingdom? Not just the 

spiritual gifts that we might pray for but how am I using the natural gifts I have for 

the kingdom? Cause in the end it’s not about the abilities, it’s not about us. Jesus 

in the gospel, he says the Spirit will be given and He will glorify Me. He says the 

Spirit will be given to all of you when you exercise these gifts. And again 

remember you don’t wait on the Holy Spirit to act, He waits for you to act – actual 

grace. Jesus says the Spirit will glorify Me and the word will come to know Me. So 

it’s not about the abilities themselves, it’s about that relationship with Jesus. 

Cause Jesus says if what you are asking for is in my heart to give you, then 

absolutely I’m gonna answer every single one of your prayers. But how do we 

know that unless we’re living in a relationship with Him. Okay so, one last thing. 

I’ve done a bunch of weddings over the years and at weddings people get a lot of 

gifts. But I have yet, I have yet to see a couple that says I’m so glad we got 

married look at all these gifts we got. They say no, these gifts are extra. But THE 

gift of this marriage is this person. What I’m here for is not these gifts over there, 

they’re great and I’m gonna use them, but the reason why I’m here is I’m gonna 

give my life and live my life for this person next to me. And that’s what it is to be a 

Christian on Pentecost. We ask God give us the gifts but more than anything else 

we say Lord let me live my life and let me give my life for You. And these gifts that 

are gonna come out of this, never let me waste them. Never let me say I could’ve 

helped, I could’ve been there, I could’ve healed. Instead let me say Lord You were 

there and with You I did help and with You I did heal and with You I was there 

because You were there.  

Amen 


